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Whispers of lavender, candlelit châteaux, and Champagne
toasts — this is where wedding dreams come true.
Welcome to the definitive guide to getting married in
France.

— The Editorial Team at Wedding-Mag.com

www.wedding-mag.com 2

https://wedding-mag.com/


Chapter 1: Understanding the Basics

Legal vs. Symbolic Ceremonies in France
Civil Marriage Requirements for Foreigners
Residency Rules & Documentation Checklist
Embassy and Consulate Support

www.wedding-mag.com

Contents

Chapter 2: Choosing the Perfect Region

Paris: Iconic Elegance in the City of Love
Provence: Lavender Fields & Rustic Romance
The French Riviera: Glamour by the Sea
The Loire Valley: Castles & Storybook Weddings
Châteaux, Vineyards & Hidden Gems
Map Overview of Wedding Destinations

Chapter 3: Planning Your Wedding in France

How to Plan a Wedding in France
When to Start Planning (Timelines & Seasons)
Hiring a Wedding Planner: Why It’s a Must in France
Cultural Etiquette & French Wedding Traditions
Budgeting for a French Wedding (From Chic 

       to Opulent)

3

https://wedding-mag.com/


Chapter 4: Assembling Your Dream Team

How to Select Premium Vendors in France
Wedding Photographers in France
Wedding Florists & Designers
Wedding Planners & Coordinators
Musicians & Entertainment
Catering & Cakes
Hair, Makeup & Styling Teams

www.wedding-mag.com

Chapter 5: The Guest Experience

Destination Wedding Logistics: Flights, Trains, and
Transfers
Where to Stay: Boutique Hotels vs. Luxury Villas
Welcome Events, Wine Tastings & Pre-Wedding Picnics
Day-After Brunches and Local Experiences
How to Curate the Perfect Guest Gift

Chapter 6: French Legalities & Paperwork

Required Documents (Birth Certificates, Apostilles, etc.)
Translators, Notaries & Legal Fees
Marriage in the Church vs. Civil Ceremonies
Same-Sex Marriage Laws in France
Hiring a Legal Advisor

Chapter 7: After the Wedding

Honeymooning in France: Regions to Explore
Legalizing Your Marriage in Your Home Country
Thank-You Notes: French Touches & Etiquette
Storing & Sharing Your Wedding Memories

4

https://wedding-mag.com/


Introduction
How to Get Married in France: Your Ultimate Guide
to Planning a Destination Wedding
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A wedding in France is more than a celebration — it’s a
statement. It says timeless, tasteful, and unforgettable. For
couples around the world, France represents the height of
wedding elegance: where Michelin-starred cuisine meets
historic châteaux, and love stories unfold beneath
chandeliers or in sun-drenched Provençal lavender fields.

 This guide is your go-to resource for planning a
destination wedding in France, created to help you move
from daydream to “I do” with clarity, ease, and French flair.
Whether you're envisioning a château wedding in the Loire
Valley, a seaside ceremony on the Côte d’Azur, or a
romantic elopement in Paris, you’re in the right place.
Inside, you’ll discover:

Legal and logistical requirements for marrying in
France
The most breathtaking regions and hidden gems
How to assemble a dream team of premium vendors
Cultural nuances, budgeting tips, and luxury planning
strategies
Curated vendor recommendations

Whether you're newly engaged or already scouting venues,
this e-book is your passport to planning a French wedding
with confidence — and style.
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Chapter 1
How to Legally Get Married in France as a Foreigner
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Yes — but only under specific conditions. To legally get
married in France, at least one member of the couple must
meet strict residency requirements and provide several
official documents in French.

Because of the bureaucracy involved, most international
couples planning a destination wedding in France opt for a
symbolic ceremony, and take care of the legal marriage in
their home country beforehand.

Everything You Need to Know About Civil and Symbolic
Ceremonies in France

Can Foreigners Get Legally Married in France ?

What Is the Difference Between a Civil and Symbolic
Wedding in France?

Civil Wedding in France (Legal)

Held at the mairie (French town hall)
Requires 30+ days of residency in the commune
Conducted in French, often with a translator
Only this form is legally recognized in France
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Symbolic Wedding in France (Non-Legal)

No residency requirement
Can take place anywhere (e.g. châteaux, vineyards,
beaches)
Fully personalized: write your own vows, include
traditions, hire any officiant
Ideal for luxury destination weddings in France

Requirements for a Legal Civil Marriage in France

If you or your partner is determined to have a legally
binding wedding in France, here’s what you’ll need:

Residency Rules for Foreign Couples

You or your fiancé(e) must reside in France — in the city
where the wedding will take place — for a minimum of 30
consecutive days before submitting your application.

Civil Marriage Paperwork Checklist:

Valid passports for both partners
Birth certificates (issued within the last 3 months,
officially translated into French)
Certificate of celibacy or "attestation de célibat"
Affidavit of law from your embassy (confirms you’re
free to marry under your home country’s laws)
Proof of address in France (utility bill, rental contract,
etc.)
Divorce decree or death certificate (if applicable)
Certificate of publication of marriage bans (must be
posted publicly at the mairie)
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All foreign documents must be translated into French by a
certified translator (traducteur assermenté) and may require
an apostille for legal authentication.

Embassy & Consular Support for Getting Married in
France

Your country’s embassy in France can guide you through:

Providing affidavit templates
Finding a sworn translator
Notarizing required documents
Explaining how to legalize your French marriage in your
home country

Search “U.S. Embassy marriage France” or “UK embassy
wedding documents France” for country-specific help.

Can I Get Married in a Church in France?

You can, but only after a legal civil ceremony. French law
requires all couples to be legally married at the town hall
before holding any religious or spiritual wedding.

Most French churches will request your civil marriage
certificate before allowing the ceremony. This applies to
Catholic weddings, Jewish weddings, Protestant blessings,
and more.

Luxury Tip: If you're planning a symbolic ceremony with
spiritual elements, consider hiring a bilingual celebrant who
can blend local French traditions with your personal story.
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Quick Answers to Common Wedding Legal Questions

Q: Can foreigners legally marry in France?

A: Only if one partner has lived in France for 30+ days in
the municipality where the wedding takes place.

Q: Is it easier to get legally married in France or have a
symbolic wedding?

A: Symbolic weddings are far easier for foreign couples and
offer more flexibility.

Q: What documents are needed to get married in
France?

A: Passport, birth certificate, certificate of celibacy, proof of
residence, legal translations, and in some cases an
apostille.

Summary: What International Couples Should Know

A civil wedding in France is legally binding but requires
residency and French documentation.
A symbolic ceremony offers freedom, luxury, and ease
— and is the top choice for most destination weddings
in France.
Work with an experienced luxury wedding planner in
France to guide you through legal complexities or
create a bespoke symbolic event.
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Chapter 2
Best Places to Get Married in France
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France offers an extraordinary range of wedding locations
— from lavender-scented fields in the south to grand
châteaux in the heart of wine country. In this chapter, we’ll
guide you through the best regions for destination
weddings in France, what makes each one special, and the
types of weddings they suit best.

Top Wedding Destinations for Luxury Ceremonies and
Unforgettable Views

Paris: The Ultimate Destination Wedding in the City of
Love

Perfect for: Elopements, intimate weddings, fashion-
forward couples

Paris is romance personified. Imagine exchanging vows
under the Eiffel Tower, in a private salon at the Ritz, or on a
rooftop overlooking the Seine. Home to luxury hotels,
Michelin-starred restaurants, couture fashion houses, and
world-renowned photographers — it’s ideal for chic,
editorial-style weddings.

Luxury Tip: Opt for a private boat ceremony on the Seine or
a black-tie dinner in a Haussmannian apartment.
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Provence is a sensory dream: rolling vineyards, olive
groves, and lavender fields that bloom in June and July.
Think stone farmhouses, rosé at golden hour, and elegant
countryside soirées. You’ll find exclusive estates and
bastides (traditional manor houses) perfect for multi-day
wedding weekends.

Book a private domaine for a 3-day event including a
welcome dinner, poolside brunch, and wine tastings.

Provence: Rustic Charm and Lavender Dreams

Perfect for: Outdoor weddings, summer celebrations,
boho-chic vibes

The French Riviera: Weddings on the Côte d’Azur

Perfect for: Glamorous seaside weddings, celebrity-style
celebrations

From Saint-Tropez to Monaco, the French Riviera offers
coastal opulence. Sun-drenched terraces, private beach
clubs, and iconic hotels like the Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc
create a jet-set wedding atmosphere. Ideal from May
through September for sunny skies and warm evenings.

Charter a yacht for your rehearsal dinner or post-wedding
cruise along the coast.
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The Loire Valley: Château Weddings in the French
Countryside

Perfect for: Fairytale weddings, classic elegance, royal-
inspired events

The Loire Valley is often called the “Valley of Kings” — and
it’s easy to see why. Home to hundreds of historic
châteaux surrounded by manicured gardens and river
views, it’s perfect for couples dreaming of a formal, elegant
affair in a storybook setting.

Luxury Tip: Host a candlelit dinner in a castle ballroom
followed by fireworks over the river.

Bordeaux & Burgundy: For Wine Lovers and Culinary
Aficionados

Perfect for: Wine estate weddings, vineyard settings,
foodie couples

Imagine a ceremony overlooking centuries-old vines,
followed by a reception in a wine cellar or a Michelin-
starred château. Bordeaux and Burgundy are ideal for
autumn weddings, when the vines turn golden and harvest
season brings local flavor to every detail.
Luxury Tip: Host a candlelit dinner in a castle ballroom
followed by fireworks over the river.

Luxury Tip: Arrange a private wine tasting and food pairing
for guests the night before the wedding.
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The French Alps: Alpine Elopements and Snowy Luxury

Perfect for: Winter weddings, adventurous couples, alpine
chic

For something completely different, say "I do" in the French
Alps. From luxury chalets in Chamonix or Megève to ski-
in/ski-out ceremonies, this region combines natural beauty
with five-star mountain service.

Luxury Tip: Arrive by helicopter or plan a post-wedding ski
party with mulled wine and live music.

Other Hidden Gems for Unique Weddings in France

Normandy: For seaside manor houses and WWII
history
Alsace: Half-timbered towns and romantic Christmas
weddings
Corsica: Mediterranean island vibes and remote
beauty
Dordogne: Medieval villages and tranquil countryside

Planner Tip: Choose a region that matches your vision —
and your season. Not all destinations are ideal year-round.

Final Thoughts: Where to Get Married in France?

The best place to get married in France depends on your
style, guest count, and time of year. Whether you’re
dreaming of a château wedding, a beach ceremony, or a
vineyard celebration, France offers a setting that’s uniquely
yours.
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Region Best For Season Signature Style

Paris
Elopements,

elegance
Year-round Iconic, chic

Provence
Rustic, floral

weddings
May–July

Outdoor,
bohemian

French Riviera
Glamorous beach

weddings
May–September Jet-set, luxury

Loire Valley
Château

weddings
April–October Classic, regal

Bordeaux
Wine & food

lovers
May–October Refined, scenic

French Alps Winter weddings Dec–March Snowy, stylish

www.wedding-mag.com

Quick Comparison Table: 
Best Regions to Get Married in France
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Chapter 3
How to Plan a Wedding in France
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Planning a wedding in France — especially from abroad —
requires more than Pinterest boards and airline tickets.
Between language barriers, regional customs, and French
administrative culture, a seamless experience depends on
local knowledge and careful timing.

This chapter offers a step-by-step breakdown for how to
plan a wedding in France, plus expert tips on working with
local vendors, understanding French wedding etiquette,
and staying stress-free from “Oui” to “I do.”

Timeline, Cultural Tips, and Insider Advice for a Seamless
Destination Celebration

Your 12-Month Wedding Planning Timeline (France Edition)

12–18 Months Before

Choose your region and preferred wedding date
Research and book your venue (many château venues
fill 12–18 months in advance)
Hire a wedding planner in France — preferably
bilingual and experienced with destination weddings
Set your budget and guest count
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9–12 Months Before

Send save-the-dates (essential for international guests)
Secure major vendors: photographer, caterer, florist,
music
Book accommodation blocks and transportation
options
Start your legal or symbolic ceremony process (see
Chapter 1)

6–9 Months Before

Choose your dress, tuxedo or wedding attire
Finalize guest travel logistics
Plan multi-day events (welcome party, wine tasting,
farewell brunch)
Begin styling: flowers, rentals, tablescapes

3–6 Months Before

Finalize ceremony script and details
Review vendor contracts and payment schedules
Mail formal invitations with RSVP deadline

1 Month Before

Confirm timeline with all vendors
Submit seating chart, guest dietary notes
Write vows, finalize ceremony & music
Prepare welcome bags or printed programs
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Wedding Week

Welcome your guests with style
Host a rehearsal or casual gathering
Trust your planner — and enjoy every minute

Luxury Tip: Most high-end planners offer concierge services,
including airport pickups, private chefs, guest excursions, and
luxury gifting.

Should You Hire a Wedding Planner in France? (Yes.)

Hiring a local wedding planner in France is the single
smartest investment you can make for your destination
celebration. 

A qualified planner will:

Navigate language & cultural barriers
Curate the best local luxury vendors
Coordinate logistics for international guests
Manage your budget transparently
Troubleshoot like a native (and quietly)

Look for planners with:

Bilingual teams (French + English minimum)
Experience with foreign clients
Relationships with top-tier venues and suppliers
Aesthetic aligned with your wedding vision
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Understanding French Wedding Culture & Etiquette

Even luxury weddings in France are shaped by local
customs. Here’s what you need to know:

Timing

Most French weddings begin late in the day, with
dinner starting after 8 PM and dancing until dawn.
A vin d’honneur (extended cocktail hour) often replaces
a formal sit-down dinner for budget or style flexibility.

Food & Wine

Meals are multi-course and wine-forward. Expect at
least 3–5 courses plus champagne.
Menus often highlight regional specialities, and couples
are encouraged to work with local chefs.

The Party

French weddings are known for late-night partying,
often with a cheese course or onion soup served
around 2–3 AM.
Many couples include cabaret shows, fireworks, or live
musicians.

Guest Expectations

RSVPs may arrive late. Gentle reminders help.
French guests may dress formally — and prefer seated
dinners over buffets.
It’s customary to provide guest favors or welcome gifts,
especially for destination weddings.
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Guest Count Budget Range Notes

20–30 Guests €30,000–€70,000
Elopements, micro-

weddings, high-end but
intimate

50–80 Guests €60,000–€150,000
Classic luxury wedding at

a château or estate

100+ Guests €120,000+
Multi-day events,

celebrity-level production

www.wedding-mag.com

How Much Does a Wedding in France Cost?

Luxury destination weddings in France typically range from
€40,000 to €250,000+, depending on guest count, region,
and vision.

Planner Tip: Allocate 40–50% of your budget for venue +
catering, 10–15% for photo/video, and 10%+ for your
planner.
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Final Thoughts: Planning Your French Wedding Like a Pro

Planning a wedding in France is an unforgettable
adventure — and totally doable with the right timeline,
team, and tools. Whether you're designing a three-day
château experience or an elegant Parisian soirée, trust the
process and lean on local experts who live and breathe
French luxury weddings.
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Chapter 4
The French Wedding Vendor Guide
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Planning a luxury wedding in France means finding the
perfect creative team — professionals who understand
your vision, speak your language, and deliver flawless
results. This chapter introduces the key vendor categories
you’ll need, how to choose the best, and our curated
recommendations of top-tier suppliers in each area.
Whether you’re looking for a fine art photographer, a
bilingual celebrant, or a florist who can fill a château with
roses, we’ve got you covered.

Your Curated List of Top Wedding Experts in France

How to Choose a Wedding Vendor in France

What to look for in a destination wedding vendor:

Experience with international couples
Bilingual communication (especially English)
Familiarity with your chosen venue or region
Online portfolio with style consistency
Testimonials from couples like you
Professional contracts, timelines & invoicing

Pro Tip: Consider vendors who work together often — a
planner who knows your photographer and florist will create
smoother coordination and cohesive style.
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Wedding Photographers in France

Capturing your French wedding is more than just beautiful
photos — it's storytelling. French and international
photographers offer styles ranging from editorial and
cinematic to classic and photojournalistic.

Top Styles:

Fine Art: Soft, romantic, film-inspired
Editorial: Bold, fashion-forward, Vogue-worthy
Documentary: Candid, emotional, real moments

Most Popular Regions: Paris, Provence, French Riviera, Loire
Valley

Featured Photographer: Greg Finck 

Greg Finck is one of the most renowned wedding
photographers in Paris, known for his elegant, luminous,
and timeless style. 

Instagram @gregfinck
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Wedding Florists & Designers

Florals in France can range from wild and organic to grand
and sculptural. Many top florists here also act as creative
directors for your event’s entire visual identity.

Services Often Include:

Full event floral design
Styling moodboards & color palettes
Linen, furniture & tabletop rentals
Setup & breakdown

Luxury Tip: Ask about local seasonal flowers — it’s eco-
friendly and often more beautiful than importing tropical
blooms.

Featured Florist: Reflets

Reflets is a sought-after floral design studio in France,
known for its refined, seasonal compositions and bespoke
approach to wedding floral art.

Instagram @refletsfleurs
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Wedding Planners & Coordinators

A wedding planner in France is your translator, problem-
solver, and creative partner. Most work with couples from
the US, UK, Australia, and beyond, and offer services from
full planning to day-of coordination.

Services to Expect:

Venue scouting
Vendor booking and management
Legal paperwork guidance
Styling & guest experience design
On-site coordination & logistics

Featured Wedding Planner: Mélissa Wilpotte

Mélissa Wilpotte is a renowned wedding planner in
France, admired for her elegant vision and flawless events
from Paris to Provence and beyond.

Instagram @melissawilpotte
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Musicians & Entertainment

From string quartets to live DJs to jazz bands flown in from
London, your French wedding entertainment can be
tailored to fit any vibe.

Popular Options:

Ceremony musicians (harpist, pianist, quartet)
Reception bands (jazz, funk, soul, pop)
DJs with international event experience
Fireworks, acrobats, or cabaret shows (yes, really!)

Planner Tip: Check your venue’s noise curfew and sound
equipment rules before booking.

Featured Musician: ClassEvenement

Classevenement is a high-end production team in France,
known for creating unforgettable atmospheres through
immersive lighting, and spectacular special effects.

Instagram @class_evenement
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Catering & Cakes

French weddings are famous for their food — and
rightfully so. Expect top-tier service, Michelin-level flavors,
and attention to presentation.

Services:

Multi-course meals with wine pairing
Cocktail hour (vin d’honneur) with canapés
Traditional croquembouche or custom cakes
Late-night bites (cheese, soup, pastries)

Luxury Tip: Hire a pastry chef from Paris for a couture cake
that doubles as décor.

www.wedding-mag.com

Featured Caterer: L'Amipéro

L’Amipéro is a private chef and catering service in France,
known for its creative, made-from-scratch cuisine and
refined menus for both private and professional events.

Instagram @lamipero_
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Featured Hairdesigner: Raphaël Perrier

Raphaël Perrier is a world-renowned hair designer,
celebrated for his haute coiffure artistry and signature
styling for luxury weddings and fashion events.

www.wedding-mag.com

Hair, Makeup & Styling Teams

For your bridal look, trust professionals who understand
both French beauty sensibility and international trends.

What to Look For:

Experience with destination weddings
Understanding of lighting (especially for photos)
Trial sessions (often 1–2 days before the wedding)
Ability to travel to remote châteaux or villas

Instagram @raphael_perrier_officiel

Final Advice: Trust, Style & Communication

Choosing vendors in France is all about the right fit — both
aesthetically and personally. Look for professionals who
share your vision and who can guide you through the
process with clarity and calm.
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Chapter 5
The Guest Experience
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Creating Unforgettable Moments Beyond the Ceremony

Destination Wedding Logistics: Flights, Trains & Transfers

France is well connected, but still requires planning. Your
guests will appreciate clear, curated travel guidance.

Main Travel Hubs:

Paris (CDG, ORY): Most major airlines fly here
Nice (NCE): Gateway to the Côte d’Azur
Lyon & Marseille: Ideal for Provence and South of
France
Toulouse & Bordeaux: Great for countryside weddings

From Airport to Venue:

TGV (High-speed train): Fast, scenic and eco-friendly
Private Transfers or Shuttles: Best for remote venues
Car Rentals: Useful in Provence or Dordogne areas

Tip for Couples: Consider booking a private shuttle or
arranging group transport for your guests. It’s often a luxury
touch that saves time and stress.
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Where to Stay: Boutique Hotels vs. Luxury Villas
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Your guest list might span generations, so a mix of
accommodation types is ideal.

Boutique Hotels:

Often centrally located
Offer concierge services and room service
Great for couples, older guests, or short stays

Luxury Villas:

Ideal for groups or families
Include kitchens, pools, and long-stay comforts
Often close to rural venues like vineyards or châteaux

Pro Tip: Block-reserving a charming B&B or villa compound
keeps everyone close — and fosters a warm, shared
experience.

Welcome Events, Wine Tastings & Pre-Wedding Picnics

Set the tone for your weekend with a relaxed, French-style
welcome.
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Popular Ideas:

Wine Tasting at a Local Domaine: With cheese,
charcuterie, and guided pairing
Garden Cocktail Hour: Aperol spritz, live jazz, and
mingling
Lavender Field Picnics: Chic, photo-worthy, and family-
friendly
Bistro Dinner in Town: Reserve a private room or
terrace

Luxury Touch: Work with a local event planner or DMC to
organize something unique, like a truffle hunt, oyster boat
cruise, or Provençal market tour.

Day-After Brunches and Local Experiences

Keep the magic alive with a farewell brunch or cultural
moment the day after your wedding.

Brunch Ideas:

Garden Brunch: Croissants, eggs, rosé, and live
acoustic music
Food Truck Farewell: Crêpes, café, or burgers served
casually
Picnic-Style Brunch in a Vineyard or Olive Grove

Guest Experience Ideas:

French Cooking Class (macarons or traditional
Provençal cuisine)
Artisanal Market Walk with Tastings
Guided Château or Museum Tour
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Sustainability Tip: Encourage guests to explore the local area
before heading home — supporting small businesses and
reducing carbon footprints.

How to Curate the Perfect Guest Gift

Guest gifts are more than souvenirs — they’re your guests'
first personal connection to your wedding story.

What to Include:

A welcome letter with the weekend schedule
Locally made treats (lavender honey, French jam,
artisanal soap)
A mini bottle of wine or Champagne
French snacks for late arrivals (cheese crackers,
madeleines)
A printed map or guide to nearby attractions

How to Present It:

Monogrammed tote bags
Elegant wicker baskets (great for picnics!)
Customized boxes with wax seals

Elevated Touch: Partner with a local gifting atelier to create
luxe, custom-curated bags that reflect your wedding’s
aesthetic and region.

Final Note: Design the Weekend, Not Just the Day

A destination wedding in France can be a lifetime highlight
not just for you — but for every guest attending. By
planning thoughtfully and adding small moments of magic,
you’ll turn a trip into an experience, and a celebration into
a memory they’ll never forget.
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Chapter 6
French Legalities & Paperwork
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Everything You Need to Know About the Legal Side of Saying ‘I
Do’ in France

Getting married in France is a dream — but it comes with
specific legal requirements that differ from many other
countries. Whether you're planning a legally binding
ceremony or a symbolic one, understanding French
wedding law is essential.

This chapter will walk you through the documents you
need, what kind of ceremony is legally recognized, and how
to get expert help if you're not a French resident.

Required Documents for a Legal French Marriage

If you want your marriage to be legally recognized in
France, you’ll need to follow strict documentation and
residency rules. Only civil ceremonies conducted by a
French official are considered legal.

Key Requirements:

One of you must reside in France for a minimum of 30
days prior to the wedding in the commune (town)
where you plan to marry.
The ceremony must be performed by the Mayor (or a
deputy) at the local mairie (town hall).
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Standard Documentation:

Valid passports
Long-form birth certificates (issued within 3 months of
the wedding date)
Certificate of celibacy (certificat de célibat)
Certificate of publication of banns
Proof of residency (utility bill, rental contract, etc.)
If previously married: divorce decree or death
certificate of former spouse
French translations of all documents by a certified
translator
Apostilles (if coming from abroad)

Important: All documents not in French must be officially
translated and apostilled in their country of origin.

Translators, Notaries & Legal Fees

Everything You Need to Know About the Legal Side of Saying ‘I
Do’ in France

Typical Vendors You’ll Need:

Sworn Translator: For passports, birth certificates, etc.
Legal Advisor or Lawyer: To help navigate requirements
(especially if one partner is French)
Notary (Notaire): Required for prenuptial agreements
or certain marriage regimes

Estimated Costs:

Sworn translation (per page): €25–€50
Legal advisor: €150–€500/hour
Apostille (via your home government): varies
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Marriage in the Church vs. Civil Ceremony

In France, only the civil ceremony is legally binding. Religious
or symbolic ceremonies must follow the civil marriage.

Civil Ceremony:

Must be performed in a mairie
Takes place before any religious ceremony
Often short, administrative, and witnessed by 2+ adults
Couples can personalize it with readings, music, or
vows (depending on commune)

Church Ceremony (optional):

Can follow civil marriage, often held in a chapel or
cathedral
Requires additional paperwork from your religious
institution
Not legally recognized without the prior civil marriage

Catholic Ceremony Note: Catholic churches in France may
require proof of baptism, confirmation, and pre-marriage
counseling.

Same-Sex Marriage in France

France has legally recognized same-sex marriage since 2013
under the “Mariage pour Tous” law.
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Important Points:

Same-sex couples have identical legal rights to
heterosexual couples
All documentation and processes are the same
Civil marriages must still occur at the mairie

Symbolic ceremonies are widely accepted and celebrated —
especially in inclusive cities like Paris, Nice, and Lyon, as well
as many château venues across the country.

Hiring a Legal Advisor or Wedding Law Expert

If you're a non-resident or planning a complex
international union, it's wise to work with a bilingual legal
consultant who specializes in destination weddings.

They can help with:

Confirming eligibility
Coordinating documents from both countries
Translation services
Liaising with local government offices
Pre-nup or marriage contract assistance

Bonus: Some high-end planners offer in-house legal
coordination or partner with wedding law firms.

35

https://wedding-mag.com/


www.wedding-mag.com

Final Word: Legal or Symbolic?

Many international couples opt for a legal marriage at
home, followed by a symbolic ceremony in France —
allowing them to bypass bureaucracy while still enjoying
their dream wedding.
Whichever route you choose, be informed, be prepared,
and be sure to give yourself at least 6–9 months to gather
the required paperwork.
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What Happens After “I Do” in France

A French wedding doesn't end at the last toast. The days
— and even weeks — after your celebration can be filled
with just as much beauty, romance, and meaning. From
dreamy local honeymoons to international paperwork, this
final chapter helps couples gracefully transition from
celebration to lifelong memory.

Honeymooning in France: Regions to Explore

Whether you're staying on or planning a minimoon, France
is the ultimate honeymoon destination. From sun-soaked
beaches to Alpine spas and wine-soaked countryside
hideaways, there’s something for every couple — without
ever needing to board another plane.

Top Post-Wedding Getaways:

Provence & the Luberon: Lavender fields, hilltop
villages, olive oil tastings, romantic stone villas
The French Riviera (Côte d’Azur): Beach clubs in
Saint-Tropez, private boat tours, Michelin-starred
dining in Èze or Menton
Loire Valley: Château hopping, hot-air balloon rides,
lush vineyards
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Alsace: Fairytale villages, white wines, and cozy half-
timbered inns
The French Alps: If you're marrying in winter — think
luxury ski resorts and alpine spas
Paris: Because Paris is always a good idea — especially
in love

Tip: Book a boutique hotel with honeymoon packages,
private terraces, or a couple’s spa for that luxe post-wedding
glow.

Legalizing Your Marriage in Your Home Country

If you had a legal civil ceremony in France, it may not
automatically be recognized in your home country.

General Steps:

Request a livret de famille (family record booklet) and
official marriage certificate (acte de mariage)
Get your certificate apostilled by the French Ministry of
Foreign Affairs
Submit your French marriage certificate to your
country’s embassy or registry office
In some countries, you may need an official translation
and/or additional verification

Tip: Consult your embassy in France before the wedding to
ensure you know what steps to take.

If you had only a symbolic ceremony, you’ll need to handle
all legal registration at home as usual.
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Thank-You Notes: French Touches & Etiquette

The French are known for their elegance — and thank-you
gestures are no exception. After your wedding, sending
thoughtful, beautifully crafted notes is a lovely way to show
appreciation.

French-Inspired Thank-You Ideas:

Use custom stationery featuring your venue,
monogram, or wedding photo
Include a small print or keepsake (pressed lavender,
tiny watercolor, or local postcard)
Write a few words in French for charm:

“Merci du fond du cœur” (Thank you from the bottom of our
hearts)
“Avec toute notre gratitude” (With all our gratitude)

Send notes within 1–2 months — or sooner if you’ve returned
home and unpacked your gifts.

Storing & Sharing Your Wedding Memories

After all the planning and emotions, your wedding
memories become your most lasting keepsake. Here's how
to preserve them in style:

Luxury Album Options:

Handmade leather albums with gilded edges
Artisan photo books printed in Paris or Italy
Custom wedding boxes with fine art prints
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Digital Sharing:

Curated wedding websites or private galleries for
guests
Teaser reels or cinematic highlight videos
Instagram carousels using consistent filters and
captions in French & English

Bonus: Ask your photographer/videographer for unedited
footage or behind-the-scenes content — perfect for a
“wedding week recap” or anniversary video later on.

Final Note: The Beginning of Forever

A French wedding is more than a moment — it’s an entire
chapter of your love story. By ending on a thoughtful,
curated note, you not only preserve your memories, but
also continue the romance in everyday life.

May your “happily ever after” be filled with croissants,
candlelit dinners, and Champagne toasts — wherever you
are.
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From snow-dusted château rooftops to lavender-drenched
summer vineyards, getting married in France is more than
just a location choice — it’s a commitment to beauty, style,
and legacy. Whether you dream of an intimate elopement
in the Alps or a grand celebration in a Loire Valley château,
France delivers on every detail with timeless elegance.

In this guide, you’ve learned:

How to navigate legal paperwork and choose
between civil or symbolic ceremonies
The most breathtaking venues by region, from
Provence to Paris
How to plan unforgettable guest experiences and
stylish wedding weekends
Tips for working with top-tier vendors and curating a
cohesive, elevated event
What to do before, during, and after your destination
celebration in France
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As you begin this once-in-a-lifetime journey, we hope this
guide brings clarity, inspiration, and confidence. France is
ready to welcome you — with open arms, full glasses, and
unforgettable beauty.

Bon voyage et félicitations !

— The Wedding-Mag.com Editorial Team
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